Ethics III Mid-Term Study Sheet

December 13
1.

Know the seven dimensions of religion and what they mean.
Know our definition of religion.

Know the difference between “spiritual” and “religious.”

Know what monotheism, polytheism and pantheism are.

Know what “cosmology” is.

Know how (or if) religion and science can be reconciled.

Know the kinds of questions religion helps answer.

Know how religion and “mystery” go together.

Know how a religious person (like you!) can overcome challenges of studying world religions.
2.

Know the purpose and function of Acts of the Apostles.

Know how the earliest Christians characterized their religion.

Know, generally, the story of Paul.

Know how many Christians there are in the world, and the breakdown among the three main divisions.

Know what a “historical religion” is and why Christianity qualifies as one.

Know what all Christians have in common – what are the core beliefs.
Know what the Diaspora was.

Know who the Hellenists were.

Know who the Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots and Essenes were.

Know how people could get in touch with the “spirit.”

Know the history of the Jewish community in Jerusalem.
Know about the Pharisees’ “holiness code” and why Jesus had a problem with it.

Know what was at the heart of Jesus’ message.

Know what the new Christian church was based on.

3.

Know the central doctrines of Christianity.

Know what “ecumenism” is.

Know Nero’s role in early Church history.

Know why scholars say Revelation was written.

Know what the Trinity is.

Know what the word “orthodox” means.

Know what a heretic is.

Know the importance of baptism in early Christianity.

Know what the Christian Canon is and how it came about.
Know why conflict between Christians and Romans was inevitable.

Know who the Gnostics were.

Know who the Proto-Orthodox Christians were and their role in the early Church.

Know why problems with Christian scripture continued even after the canon had been settled upon.

Know who the apologists were and why they were important.

Know what “martyr” means.

4.

Know who Diocletian was.
Know the summary of Constantine’s life story.

Know why Constantine converted to Christianity.

Know what the Edict of Milan was.

Know the issues around limits to Constantine’s understanding of Christianity.

Know what “monk” and “cenobitic” mean.

Know how monks made their living.

Know why Constantine moved the capital to the former Byzantium.

Know why Constantinople was the center of culture for the empire.

Know how people of Constantine’s day became Christians.

Know the fundamental ways that Christianity had changed after Constantine’s rule.

5. 

Know why Augustine is still considered a top theologian today.

Know the summary of Augustine’s life story.

Know what Augustine studied in school and how that helped him as a church leader.
Know a little about Manicheism.

Know Ambrose’s influence on Augustine.

Know why Augustine resisted Christianity even after he found it attractive.

Know Augustine’s thoughts on free will in relation to sin.

Know the basics of Just War Theory.

Know what “primacy of conscience” means.

Know Augustine’s thoughts on predestination and how this is viewed by theologians today.
Know Augustine’s two most famous works and what they were about.

Know how Protestant reformers view Augustine.

6. 

Know who the “mendicants” were and what the word means.

Know the two major mendicant orders and who the founders were.

Know the outline of Francis’s and Dominic’s stories.

Know who the “rigorists” were and what they believed.

Know the basis for the Pope’s belief that he had both spiritual and earthly power, and what the consequences were.

Know the main decisions of the Fourth Lateran Council called by Innocent III.
Know what Thomas Aquinas’s main contributions were to “faith and reason.”
Know what the barbarians sought when they invaded Rome.

Know the religious progression of the invading tribes.

Know the great tragedy of the barbarian invasions in addition to the killing and physical destruction.
Know why the clergy took on greater importance when the barbarians took over.

Know the outline of St. Patrick’s life.

Know the importance of the monasteries in medieval Ireland.

Know the difference between the earlier, Eastern monks and the medieval, Western monks.

Know the significance of Benedict.

Know how The Rule changed monasticism forever.

Know how the monks under Benedict lived their daily lives.

Know Peter’s significance in calling Rome home to the papacy.

Know the significance of Leo the Great.

Know the condition of Rome in the late 500s.

Know the significant contributions of Gregory the Great.

Know how Gregory’s reign as pope changed the church forever.

Know the significance of Islam to the Christian world from the mid-600s.

7.

Know the three great divisions of Christianity.

Know when and why the schism between the Roman and Eastern Churches happened.

Know the time frame of the Crusades.

Know what the aim of the Crusades was.

Know who the “enemy” was in the Crusades – there may be more than one.

Know who Thomas Aquinas was.

Know the impact of the Black Death on the Church.

Know where the Reformation was centered.

Know a summary of Martin Luther’s life.

Know Luther’s main problems with Roman Catholicism.

Know why and how the 95 Theses spread.

Know the results in Europe of the schism Luther’s ideas caused.

Know the significance of Henry VIII and John Calvin.

Know the results of the “Catholic Reformation” and when it took place.

Know the effect of the 30 Years War.

Know how many Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox and Protestants there are and where they’re concentrated.

Know the importance of “tradition” in the Catholic Church.

Know how to explain the “teaching authority” of the Catholic Church and its importance.

Know the seven Catholic Sacraments.

Know the importance of the Second Vatican Council.

Know the challenges faced by the Catholic Church today.

Know the organizational structure of the Eastern Orthodox faith.

Know who holds “teaching authority” in the Eastern Church.

Know where doctrine in the Eastern Church comes from.

Know the importance of iconography in Eastern Orthodoxy.

Know the importance of mysticism in Eastern Orthodoxy.

Know why the breakup of the Soviet Union created challenges for Eastern Orthodoxy.

Know how the bible is viewed in Eastern Orthodoxy.

Know how the bible is viewed in Protestant faiths.

Know the importance of “justification” in Protestantism.

Know the place of sacraments in Protestantism.

Know the four main branches of Protestantism.

Know why it is hard to generalize about Protestant beliefs and practices.

Know how Protestantism is evolving today.

Know what “ecumenism” is and its importance today.

8.

Know who founded Mormonism.

Know the official name of the Mormon church.

Know how the Mormon church started.

Know the Mormon scriptures.
Know who Brigham Young was and what he did.

Know why some Christians do not believe Mormonism is a Christian faith.

Know what “restored” churches believe.

Know what the Great Apostasy is.

Know the importance of the current president (any current president) of the Mormon church.


Know the sacred writings of the Mormon church.
Know the stages of existence in the Mormon church.

Know the status and history of polygamy in the Mormon church.

Know the importance of baptism by proxy in the Mormon church.

Know the meaning of the word “advent.”

Know what the Millennial Movement was.

Know who William Miller was.
Know why Miller’s movement actually grew stronger after the dates for Jesus’ return passed.

