Study Sheet – Judaism 1

Ethics III



1. Know the term “covenant” in relation to the Jews.

2. Know why observant Jews avoid saying the divine name.

3. Know what the Shema is and where it comes from.

4. Know why the Hebrew Bible is known as the Tanakh; know the divisions

5. Know what the Pentateuch is.

6. Know who is traditionally regarded as the author of the Torah, and how many laws the Torah contains.

7. Know the meaning of “prophet.”

8. Know what the oral Torah is, and its relation to the written Torah.

9. Know when the Mishnah was written and what it contains.

10. Know what the Talmud is and how it came about.

11. Know the three related meanings of the term Torah.

12. Know the better way of describing Jewishness, rather than referring to it as a “race.”

13. Know what “God’s providence” means.

14. Know how the Pharisees came out of the destruction of the Temple with their religious ways intact.

15. Know the term “diaspora.”

16. Know the areas of the medieval world where Jews lived under Muslims or Christians, and in general how the Jews fared under their rule.

17. Know the situation of medieval Jews in Poland.

18. Know what the Kabbalah teaches.

19. Know who a “zaddik” is and how he’s important.

20. Know what “Zionism” is.

21. Know the general outline of the Holocaust.

22. Know the general outline of Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Judaism, and how they are distinguished from one another.
23. Know who Abraham was and why he is important.

24. Know who the Patriarchs were.

25. Know why monotheism was a radical idea in Abraham’s day.

26. Know why the Jews moved into Egypt, and then why they were made captive.

27. Know what the “Exodus” was.

28. Know who Moses was and why he was important.

29. Know the importance of what happened on Mt. Sinai.

30. Know, generally, the importance of the time of monarchy in Israel.

31. Know the importance of the Temple.

32. Know the story of the ten lost tribes of Israel.

33. Know what the “Exile” was.

34. Know the term “Diaspora.”

35. Know the concept of “messiah.”

36. Know the mission of the “chosen people.”

37. Know what a “synagogue” is.

38. Know the word “mitzvot” and what it means.

39. Know the term “anti-Semitism.”

40. Know the term “pogrom.”

Judaism II
1. Know how monotheism developed.

2. Know… God is one; God is personal; God is saving; God is faithful; God is above all.

3. Know the concepts of human dignity, social justice and morality in terms of the influence of Judaism on the western world.

4.  Know the term “kosher” and what it means for observant Jews.

5. Know what bar mitzvah is.

6. Know the importance of the Shabbat.

7. Know, generally, how Jews keep the Shabbat, and when the Shabbat occurs.

8. Know the significance of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Passover.

9. Know what Hanukkah is and know its place in Jewish observance.

10. Know what every synagogue contains.

11. Know the definition of “rite of passage.”

12. Know the symbols and events that highlight a Jewish marriage ceremony.

Islam 1 Study Sheet

From notes:

1. Know the derivation of the word “Islam” – and the differences of opinion related to the issue.

2. Know what the word “Muslim” means.

3. Know how many Muslims there are, where the main concentrations are, and what the future holds for the growth of the religion.

4. Know the two primary sacred writings in Islam.

5. Know what the Umma is.

6. Know the relationship between how Christians view Jesus and how Muslims view the Qur’an.

7. Know why Arabic is the best language in which to recite the Qur’an.

8. Know the basic biography of Muhammad.

9. Know why the Qur’an is a “miracle of God.”

10. Know how Muslims regard Muhammad.

11. Know the years of the Night of Power, the Hijra and of Muhammad’s death, and what the Night of Power and Hijra are.

12. Know the importance of Mecca and Medina.

13. Know the importance of Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad in Islam.

14. Know the differences between how Christians view Jesus and how Muslims view Muhammad.

15. Know the two miracles Muhammad was involved in.

16. Know the specific meaning of the word “Allah.”

17. Know the role of prophets in Islam.

18. Know Islam’s take on human nature.

19. Know Islam’s take on human destiny.

20. Know Islam’s view on science.

21. Know what the Shari’a is and why it’s important.

22. Know the Five Pillars of Islam.

23. Know in general Islam’s beliefs on the role of women.

24. Know what “jihad” means and why it has become controversial.
25. Know where Islam began.

26. Know what the Ka’ba is.

27. Know where Muhammad had his religious experience.

28. Know the name of the Muslim’s profession of faith.

29. Know where a Muslim worships on Fridays.

30. Know the month of fasting and why it is important.
Study Sheet – Islam 2

1. Know where Islam spread in the century after Muhammad died.

2. Know how successors to Muhammad were named and what they were called.

3. Know why Islam is not just a religion.

4. Know why Islamic civilization in many areas deteriorated over time.

5. Know how many Muslims live in the U.S. today.

6. Know why some black Americans find Islam a better fit than Christianity.

7. Know who Malcolm X was and Louis Farrakhan is.

8. Know how the Nation of Islam is similar to and different from traditional Islam.

9. Know how Shi’i Islam developed and who its key figures were.

10. Know why Sunni Islam could be called “orthodox” and what percentage of Muslims are Sunnis.

11. Know where Shi’i Muslims are concentrated today.

12. Know the meaning of “Imam” in Shi’i doctrine.

13. Know the importance to Shi’ites of the mosque in Samarra, Iraq, that was destroyed a couple of weeks ago.

14. Know what Sufi Muslims are and what they believe.

15. Know how Sufis are organized.

Hinduism 1 Study Sheet

1. Know what the “Abrahamic” religions have in common

2. Know why it’s so important to be able to be empathetic when studying a religion like 
Hinduism.

3. Know the concept of Hinduism as “many rivers heading to the same ocean.”

4. Know why it wouldn’t be a contradiction for a Hindu to say believing in Jesus had 
made him a better Hindu.

5. Know how to define “worldview.”

6. Know what reincarnation or transmigration means.

7. Know how to describe what happens after moksha.

8. Know what the term “masks of God” means.

9. Know why it’s difficult to say “all Hindus…” 

10. Know how to describe brahman/atman as two sides of the same coin.

11. Know why we would describe Hinduism as polytheistic even though “all is one.”

12. Know how many gods there are in Hinduism and why it doesn’t matter which one a 
person worships.

13. Know what “cosmology” means.

14. Know where Hindus say the universe comes from (trick question).

15. Know the cyclical cosmology of Hinduism in relation to the universe.

16. Know the relationship between karma, dharma and samsara.

17. Know the traditional role of women in Hindu society.

18. Know the four castes and how they came about.

19. Know who the untouchables are.

20. Know how karma justifies the caste system.

21. Know the Four Stages of Life and how they fit together.

22. Know the Four Goals of Life and how they fit together.

Terms:

atman

brahman

Brahmin

caste system

dharma

karma

Kshatriya

moksha

monism

Rig Veda

samsara

Shudra

Upanishads

Vaishya

ascetic

Hinduism 2 Study Sheet
Know the terms…

ascetic

avatar

bhakti marga

jnana marga

karma marga

maya

samadhi

Sankhya

Vedanta

Yoga

sati

1. Know the three great paths to moksha and be able to describe each.

2. Know the three main schools within jnana marga and be able to describe each.

3. Know what a yogi is.

4. Know the Big Three gods; also know the two main avatars of Vishnu.

5. Know some of the typical ways Hindus worship.

6. Know why cows are sacred and also be able to discuss why this makes sense from a Hindu’s perspective.

7. Know where most Hindus live.

8. Know why the caste system is a challenge in modern, democratic Indian society.

9. Know what a guru is.

10. Know who Gandhi was and what “Mahatma” means.

11. Know the challenges women face in today’s Indian society.

12. Know why Islam and Hinduism have not affected one another much (from a religious perspective).

13. Know about tensions between Muslims and Hindus in South Asia.

14. Know who Ramakrishna and Vivekananda were.

15. Know about the challenges of urban vs. rural Indian society today.

Buddhism Study Sheet

anatta (uh-NAT-uh)

anicca (uh-NEE-chuh)

arhat

bodhisattva (boe-dee-SAHT-vuh)

Buddha

Dalai Lama

Dharma

dukkha

Five Precepts

Four Noble Truths

karma

Mahayana

mandala

Middle Way 

mudra

nirvana

Noble Eightfold Path

samsara

Sangha

tanha

Theravada

Three Marks of Existence

Vajrayana

Know the outline of the Buddha’s life, from birth to passage into nirvana.

Know the events surrounding the Buddha’s enlightenment.

Know the elements Buddhism shares with Hinduism, and those that are different.

Know the problems the Buddha had with Hinduism.

Know how tanha and dukkha are related.

Know the difference between Buddha and other humans who attain enlightenment.

Know the literal meaning of the word nirvana and how that helps explain the concept.

Know the three divisions of Buddhism we discussed, and a little about each.

